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roads within the circle, varying from 1 anna (IJd.) to
8 annas (Is.).

The tax on houses was for educational purposes only;
on its abandonment (vide infra) the diffusion of education
fell on the land cess; the fair proportion of this cess to be
so expended is regarded as one-sixth; but that figure has
been reached in but few districts at present.

Lord Hobart arrived at Madras on the 15th May, 1872,
and very early made up his mind that the local taxation
instituted in 1871 in municipalities and districts, was a
mistake. On the 27th idem he writes to Lord Northbrook:
" As far as it goes, my information is that there is no
conspiracy at all against us, but considerable and rankling
discontent on account of the recent changes in regard to
taxation. The Decentralisation measure, which has much
to commend it, has done harm in this respect. It has
increased local, without diminishing general taxation, and
acts as a new and painfully felt turn of the fiscal screw."
Again, on the 1st June following : ce All my observation
and inquiry satisfies me that you are right about local
taxation. I will endeavour, if possible, to reduce it; if not,
to prevent any addition to it; and above all, to calm the
fears of the natives as to its indefinite extension. The
truth is that from their ignorance and habits of mind, and
its own novelty, this municipal taxation is far more objec-
tionable to them than would be the same amount of taxation
under some accustomed form."

One of the first steps taken by Lord Northbrook, after
assuming the office of Viceroy, was to call for Returns,
showing all cesses, rates, dues and taxes levied in British
India, other than the imperial revenues; and for Reports
from the several local governments upon, the question
whether any and what taxes, imperial, provincial, local or
municipal, existing, or about to be imposed, created a
feeling of discontent in the country or amongst any par-